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In 2014 many Christians had to flee homes in the middle of 
the night as IS soldiers approached. They couldn’t take all their 
possessions and they still haven’t been able to return home. 

• If you had just 20 minutes to leave your house, and only a single 
bag to pack, what would you take? Make a list. 

• Read back through the list. What does it say about you? What 
are your priorities and concerns? Pray through your list, ask God 
to show you anything that you put before Him and let the Holy 
Spirit show you how to truly depend on Him, like many Christians 
in Iraq have learnt to do.

• Put up a plain piece of paper beside this poster. Find as many 
passages in the Bible about God’s heart for those in need as you 
can. Write them down on the piece of paper, then pray through the 
passages, asking that God would act, provide and bring hope.

• In the 90s there were 1.2 million 
Christians in Iraq. Now the number is 
less than 300,000. 

• Wars, increasing persecution 
of Christians, and the rise of 
extremism are the reasons many 
have fled. 

• In 2014 the self-proclaimed Islamic 
State (IS), an extremist Islamic militia, 
took control of large parts of Iraq. 
They forced Christians out of cities 
like Mosul, giving the ultimatum: 
convert, pay a high tax, leave 
or die. In IS controlled parts of the 
country, Christianity is outlawed 
and churches have been 
destroyed, or are now used for other 
purposes. 

• The fighting in Iraq means around 
2.8 million people have fled 
home and are classified as internally 
displaced people. That is one tenth of 
the population. Millions more have 
fled the country.

Father God,  
even through war and struggle, you are 
King. Bring Your Kingdom to Iraq. Bring 
peace and justice where there is war and 
wrongdoing. Be with those Christians In 
Iraq that have fled home due to terror. 
Meet their physical needs. Strengthen 
their love of You. Raise passion and love. 
Help them forgive. Bring an end to pain, 
trauma and fighting. Rebuild Your church 
in Iraq with new vision and influence. 
Bring many to You. Help them keep going. 
Amen.

PRAY FOR ME
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PRAY FOR ME

Serving where you are
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“Of course I desire to go back to my 
church, the place I grew up in. But, if I’m 
called to serve in the desert, I can still serve 
there. From sand I can make a church…” 
 
Martin, a young church leader, 
who fled his town with many others as 
IS approached. His church is now a 
temporary structure that also acts as a 
school and community centre.

Pray that Martin and other leaders 
helping displaced families would 
have strength, wisdom and insight. 
Ask God to give them passion and 
love to serve and shine His light to 
all whom they encounter.
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A prayer from 
displaced Iraqi 
Christians in 
Karamales
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O Lord, we trust You, You who calmed  
the storm. We pray and demand: liberate 
Mosul. Liberate Nineveh Plain. We want to 
go back. We want to go back. We want to 
go back. 
Amen.

PRAY FOR ME
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IR AQ

On the front-line

Pray for the people that are living near the 
front-line. War is a daily reality and fear is 
a normal part of life.
 
“If I say I am scared, I lie. If I say I am 
not scared, I also lie. I am not afraid for 
myself, but I am afraid for my people 
and afraid of what might happen to our 
heritage. Faith is everything for us in this 
situation. It’s like the story of Jesus in the 
boat. We are in a difficult situation, but He 
is with us in the storm.” 
A church leader from Iraq 
living on the front-line
 
Pray for peace in the hearts and 
minds of Christians. Pray that they 
may make wise decisions about their 
future. Pray for a peaceful end to the 
war, and hope in a new future.

PRAY FOR ME
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Dr Rebia was a wealthy man. He was a 
Christian who owned a successful business 
with a close Muslim friend. Plus he had 
several houses and some nice cars. When 
IS came to his town, he fled. As he left, his 
business partner phoned him, gloating that 
he had taken his houses, cars and land 
in the name of IS. Dr Rebia was shocked. 
Everything was turned upside down in just 
a few days. His life, family, friendships, 
business... All of it was ruined. Two years 
on he says:

“I am not afraid. They can try to hurt me, 
but they can’t take away what is most 
precious. My Jesus lives in my heart and 
they can’t take Him. They come in the 
name of IS, but we will stand firm in the 
name of Jesus. We leave our houses, but 
I know that if we leave our faith we lose 
everything. Before they took everything 
away, I was a Christian only by name, but 
now my faith is alive.”

In losing everything, Dr Rebia has gained 
the one most important thing - a deep 
passion for Jesus.

Pray that many like Dr Rebia would 
know and treasure their faith more 
deeply than ever. Thank God that 
they have found Him despite losing 
everything. Consider what things - 
possessions, dreams, attitudes - keep 
you from fully knowing Jesus, and ask 
Him to help you lay them down.

I R AQ
Losing Everything
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PRAY FOR ME
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Lord God, 
You are great. Even when Your church 
seems beaten, You can still use it to 
shine Your light and love. How amazing! 
Grow Your church from the rubble, pain 
and trauma. Bring hope. For those that 
remain, be their daily bread. Give them 
food, shelter, protection and safety. Bring 
a just end to war. Coordinate world 
leaders and the efforts of nations. Bring 
peace. Keep the church strong. Keep 
inspiring new faith, new passion and new 
ways that Christians can show your love. 
Make Christian leaders key to the future 
of Syria. Amen.
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• The war in Syria is causing devastation across large parts of 
the country. Bombs are falling from the skies, whole cities are 
being destroyed, whilst other large towns are facing long sieges. 
Electricity, running water and power can be cut at any moment. 
Candles have become essential in the evenings. So, grab your 
own candle or tea-light, light it, and spend time praying for God’s 
light to bring hope to the darkness across Syria.  

• Put up a plain piece of paper beside this poster. Find as many 
passages in the Bible about God’s love, hope, healing or 
restoration. Write the passages down and pray through them, 
asking God to bring restoration and hope to Syria and its people.

• The war in Syria began in 2011 
as a popular uprising against the 
government. Since then the  
situation has escalated, and various 
factions and groups, with support from 
different countries around the world, 
have created a confusing, deadly 
situation, with no solution on  
the horizon. 

• Like in Iraq, the anti-Christian Islamic 
State has seized large parts of 
land, and Christians have been 
attacked, abducted and killed. 

• Since 2011 an estimated 700,000 
Christians have fled the country. 
That’s around half of all the Christians. 

• Christians are often seen as  
supportive of the government, which 
means most rebel groups see 
them as enemies. 

• 63 churches had been destroyed 
since the war began either as a 
result of fighting, or by extremists 
opposing any Christian worship.

PRAY FOR ME
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A prayer for Syria
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Pray this prayer for Syria, written by 
a young Syrian father.

Thank You, Lord, for all that You have done 
and are still doing. I trust Your will is always 
good and finally You will turn evil away.
I know You are not silent but patient, but
how long will it take, Lord? I am looking
forward to a new beginning among people
in Syria. My own desire is that evil will stop
and that we see Your glory shine again in
the darkness. I am longing for healing and
restoration. I cry out to You, Lord. I am 
longing for a new generation, taking their 
place in Your Kingdom, to be the light and 
salt in the nation. Help me to see my role 
in this transformation. Protect me and be 
with me. Carry me day by day.  
Amen

PRAY FOR ME
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SYRIA

Children
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Millions of Syrian children have seen their 
lives turned upside down since the beginning 
of the war in 2011. Experiencing violence 
and war first hand is terrifying enough, but 
losing out on years of education and having 
to leave home are massive challenges. 
 
“Within the last year, the number of 
affected Syrian children has increased 
from 7.6 to 8.4 million. More than 
6,000 schools have been closed, with 40 
documented attacks on schools in 2015 
alone. As a result, and due to additional 
challenges in the countries that many 
families fled to, it is reported that 2.8 
million Syrian children within the region no 
longer have access to education. Moreover, 
children have been deliberately targeted 
in the violence and harmed by explosive 
weapons and gunfire.”  
A Christian worker in Syria 
 
Pray for the children of Syria. Ask 
that any trauma and fear will be 
healed and that they will receive the 
attention they need. Pray for their 
future and ask God to provide for 
their needs and bring protection. 
Pray for all the people involved in 
working with children. Ask that God 
will give them wisdom and strength 
in dealing with many complex 
situations.

PRAY FOR ME
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Those who stayed
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Pastor B*, serves eight communities around 
Tartous, Latakia, rural Aleppo, Hama and 
Homs. Through his church, Open Doors is 
helping to support thousands of families. 
As the war broke out, he chose to stay to 
serve those who couldn’t leave. 
 
“We are in a race, a battle. We need to 
be like the Good Samaritan - get off the 
donkey, put ourselves in danger and pay 
in advance... Jesus didn’t back out of the 
cross or faint at Judas’ betrayal. He kept 
his eye on His mission. I believe in my 
mission. I praise God for seeing results. 

“Our whole nation is dominated by IS and 
wrong ideologies. We need to love them. 
We don’t want war. We want to change 
them; to hold on fast and continue to do 
good, standing alongside the poor, the 
widows, the orphans and school-less...   
 
“Don’t at one moment think the church 
in Syria or Iraq can achieve all this. Nor 
in Lebanon. Nor in Jordan. We need the 
whole church. In Revelation it shows Christ’s 
triumph over Satan. That’s our prayer.

“I have a huge hope. There is an amazing 
work happening in my country. The Spirit 
is moving”.

Pray for Pastor B and his family, for 
their safety and security. Pray for the 
thousands of families his church is 
helping: that their needs might be 
met. Pray also for church leaders in 
Syria, that they may see lives changed 
and people come to know Jesus.

PRAY FOR ME
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SYRIA

The church
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Despite war and terror, many churches 
know that God is still calling them to show 
love, compassion and hope. One pastor 
reflects on how his church has changed 
in the years since the war started, seeing 
the church as a place of reconciliation in a 
time of conflict.

“Peace comes only through Jesus. When 
people hear about the problems, they want 
revenge, but the church is doing the work 
of reconciliation.

“The church is offering something entirely 
different: joy and hope. People are praying, 
going out in the streets. I pray with them 
to commit their lives to Christ. I see people 
who were in despair and have hope again. 
We are seeing how happy and joyful people 
are because someone came and visited 
them and asked about them... The people 
appreciate that we are knocking on the 
doors, asking what they need.”

Pray specifically for churches 
across Syria striving to serve their 
communities in a time of great need. 
Ask that they will not only be able to 
provide for people’s physical needs, 
but also help many find emotional and 
spiritual support too. Ask that many 
would come to know Jesus through 
their witness. Pray that in a future 
Syria, church leaders will play a key 
role in the rebuilding of society, helping 
to establish love, understanding, 
compassion and justice.

PRAY FOR ME

© Copyright 2016 Open Doors Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1125684 and Scotland No. SC043710.



WE ARE ‘N’
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In August 2014, IS soldiers approached 
the Iraqi city of Mosul and the surrounding 
Nineveh Plains. With little warning, 
the Iraqi army retreated. The city and 
surrounding villages were taken. The IS 
soldiers began seeking out all who would 
oppose their extremist views. Christians 
were high on the list. They were given an 
ultimatum. Deny their faith in Jesus by 
converting to Islam, pay a large tax, leave 
the area, or die. The IS soldiers began 
marking Christian homes and businesses 
with this sign - the Arabic symbol for N, 
a shorthand for Nazarene, or Christian. 
Nearly all the Christians and other minority 
groups left. The majority haven’t been able 
to return. 

As a sign of solidarity with your 
church family across Iraq and Syria, 
draw this mark on your hand. As you 
do so, pray for those that haven’t 
been able to return home. Ask that 
they would know God’s comfort, 
protection and provision. Pray for  
a better future.
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ONE MILLION 
VOICES OF 
HOPE PETITION

COUNT ME IN!
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“Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us 
from the nations, that we may give thanks to 
your holy name and glory in your praise.”  
Psalm 106:47 

Sign the One Million Voices of Hope 
petition and tell the Secretary General 
of the United Nations that you believe 
the lives, livelihoods and freedoms of 
all people in Syria and Iraq should be 
protected and guaranteed. 

The church in both these countries has 
played a vital role in society for almost 
2,000 years and is committed to being 
a place of hope and compassion for the 
years to come. Yet Christians continue 
to face significant targeted violence and 
persecution and need urgent change
to ensure a future in their homelands.

Sign the One Million Voices of Hope 
petition to speak up on behalf of 
Christians in Iraq and Syria. Petition 
sheets are below...

PRAY FOR ME
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