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STAND  
WITH THE  
SILENCED, 
JOIN THE

SIGN UP AT OPENDOORSYOUTH.ORG/BLACKOUT TO 

GET YOUR FREE BLACKOUT PACK AND BE INSPIRED 

TO LIVE LOUDLY FOR JESUS.

SWITCH OFF FOR  
THOSE SILENCED FOR  

FOLLOWING JESUS 

www.opendoorsyouth.org/blackout

From 17-22 March 2015

£11 can secretly deliver a Bible to a believer in North 

Korea and other countries where faith costs the most

£26 can provide a month’s education for two  

young people from a family that has had to flee 

because of persecution.

£500 can help to provide teachers and build classrooms 

for Christian children, giving them the opportunity of 

education in countries hostile to the Gospel.

How much could you raise? How about trying to raise 

at least as much as you would normally spend on your 

mobile or smartphone contract each month?

£45 can help support a young Christian affected by 

persecution by sending them on a youth retreat

£132 could train up a church youth leader in a country 

were Christians face persecution

YOUR SILENCE CAN HAVE  
A MASSIVE IMPACT

As well as raising prayer and awareness we want to raise money to 

help Christians living in places where following Jesus comes at a 

massive cost. Your money can go a long way...

Examples are for illustrative purposes, money raised by Blackout may go 
to some of these areas but will be split amongst projects helping young 

people where needs are greatest.

£11

£45

£26

£132

£500

Get together with your mates and go big by setting 

yourself one of these targets… Look out for articles to read and free downloads to help promote  

and plan your Blackout. Find out more at:

opendoorsyouth.org/blackout
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WHY GO QUIET?

100 million people around 

the world face persecution 

because they love Jesus. 

They are beaten, arrested and 

tortured. They are threatened, 

forced to flee and live on the 

run. Fearing for their lives, 

they have to keep quiet. Many 

suffer. Many die. Iraq, Nigeria, 

Syria – the shocking stories are 

all over the news. And when 

one part suffers we all suffer. 

Their story is our story. We are 

family. We won’t be hushed up. 

We’ll stand up for the silenced.

HOW YOU’LL HELP

Get sponsored to go quiet! 

Help us raise a massive amount 

of money that we can put to 

use in places all across the 

world where Christians can’t 

make a sound. Set yourself 

a fundraising goal and raise 

at least whatever you would 

normally spend on your mobile 

contract in one month (the UK 

FOR THE SILENCED

IS BACK!

Spend at least 24 hours switched off from the web. No Instagram. No 

Facebook. No Twitter. No YouTube. No instant messaging. Seal away 

your smart-phones, put your social networking on hold and make a 

massive noise for those who are silenced for following Jesus.

HAYAT, 23, SUDAN 

Hayat is from Sudan. As a teenager, 

Hayat would go to the local mosque 

to half-heartedly pray; religion just 

wasn’t a massive part of her life.

That all changed when she fell ill. 

She was left unable to walk or move 

properly. Some Christian friends 

offered to pray for her, but she 

refused. They kept asking, and after 

a while Hayat decided to let them.

As they gathered round her, she 

found herself praying with them. 

She suddenly believed God could 

heal her, and guess what? After 

they left, she was able to get out of 

bed for the first time in months.

She became a Christian and started 

reading the Bible. Psalm 27:1 

became her favourite verse: “The 

Lord is my light and my salvation, 

whom shall I fear?”

At this point Hayat’s family were 

confused. They were pleased she’d 

been healed, but being Muslim, 

they hated the fact she’d started 

following Jesus. They threatened 

her. She was bringing shame on 

the family. Her life was at risk.

But Hayat was determined. She 

kept going to church. In the end 

a gang of men led by her Father 

and Uncle showed up during one 

of the services. They tried to scare 

her into refusing Jesus. But she 

wouldn’t. She couldn’t keep quiet 

about her new faith.

So, they tried to silence her by 

having her arrested. She was 

held for three months, constantly 

visited by people trying to get her 

to revert to Islam. To keep going 

she would sing to out loud to God, 

worshipping when all seemed lost.

Eventually she was released without 

charge. Exhausted, she returned 

home, only for her father to give her 

an ultimatum. Deny Jesus or leave. 

She told her Dad she loved him, but 

that she couldn’t live without Jesus.

Hayat left. She’s now being looked 

after by people in her church. She 

hasn’t spoken to her family in a long 

time – in their last conversation her 

Dad threatened to kill her.

PRAY FOR…

• Hayat to find love and 

acceptance with her 

church family

• Hayat’s father and uncle. 

Ask they’d be changed 

by Hayat’s determination

• The many Christians like 

Hayat in Sudan who risk 

everything by converting 

from Islam

THE LORD IS MY LIGHT  
AND MY SALVATION,  
WHOM SHALL I FEAR?

average being about £24).* 

When you shut down your social 

networks and switch off the Wi-

Fi you’ll have a bunch of extra 

time – time you can use to pray 

and act for those whose love for 

Jesus can only be whispered. 

NEW IN 2015

Sign up online and we’ll send 

you a free Blackout pack 

including a series of quick, 

engaging Blackout reflections 

and a padded envelope for you 

to seal your phone in for the 

length of the challenge. Plus, if 

you’re feeling hardcore and think 

you can hack it without the web 

you can choose to extend your 

fast right up to five whole days!

 

Find out more and sign up at 

www.opendoorsyouth.org/

blackout 

 

*See the back page for details on 

how far your money can go.

From 17-22 March 2015


